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washhouse that is used for the purpose of washing or drying clothes shall be properly 
ventilated and drained, and shall be used for no purposes other than those specified, 
The floors of all rooms in public laundries or public washhouses, as aforesaid, used 
for the purpose of washing clothes, shall be made of cement or other mineral substance, 
and shall be so arranged as to be easily drained. 

746B. Sec 11 B. The board of health of any town or city within the State shall, 
upon request of any citizen in such town or city, inspect any public laundry or public 
washhouse, and if the same is found in an insanitary condition shall direct such owner 
thereof forthwith to make the same in a sanitary condition, and upon failure so to do 
the said board of health shall cause the place to be closed, and shall post a notice upon 
the front door thereof, and shall not be reopened uniil the owner or manager thereof 
receives a certificate from said board of health certifying that the same has been put 
in a sanitary condition. 

746C. Sec. 11C. Any person, persons, firm, or corporation violating any of the 
provisions of this act shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined not 
less than $50 nor more than $100 for each offense, and every day during which the vio- 
lation of this act shall be persisted in, after notice from the board of health in any 
town or city of the State, shall be deemed to constitute a separate offense. 

746D. Sec. 11D. A public laundry or public washhouse within the meaning of this 
act shall be any place within any town or city of the State of Delaware now or here- 
after required by the laws of the State to be licensed for the conduct of its business or 
any branch thereof. 

746E. Sec HE. Nothing in sections 746A, section HA; 746B, section 11B; 7460 
section 11C; 74fiD, section 11D, of this chapter shall apply to the laundering or washing 
of clothe3 in any private residence or hotel. 

ILLINOIS. 

Ophthalmia Neonatorum— Notification of Cases— Prevention of. (Act June 24, 

1915.) 

Section 1. That any diseased condition of the eye, or eyes of any infant in which 
there is any inflammation, swelling, or redness in either one or both eye3 of any such 
infant, either apart from or together with any unnatural discharge from tho eye 
or eyes of such infant, at any time within two weeks after the birth of such infant, 
shall, independent of the nature of the infection, be known as ophthalmia neonatorum. 

Sec 2. It shall be the duty of any physician, surgeon, obstetrician, midwife, 
nurse, maternity home or hospital of any nature, or parent, assisting in any way 
whatsoever any woman at childbirth, or assisting in any way whatsoever any infant, 
or the mother of any infant, at any time within two weeks after childbirth, observing 
or having a reasonable opportunity to observe the condition herein defined, and 
within six hours thereafter, to report in writing or by telephone, followed by a written 
report, such fact to the local health authorities of the city, town, village, or other 
political division, as the case may be, in which the mother of any such infant may 
reside: Provided, That such reports and the records thereof shall bo deemed privileged 
information and shall not be open to the public. 

Sec 3. It shall be the duty of all maternity homes and any and all hospitals or 
places where women resort for purposes of childbirth to post and keep pasted in 
conspicuous places in their institution copies of this act, and to instruct persona 
professionally employed in such homes, hospitals, and place3 regarding their duties 
under this act, and to maintain such records of cases of ophthalmia neonatorum in 
the manner and form prescribed by the State board of health. 

It shall be the duty of any and all physicians, and midwives to advise, for the 
prevention of ophthalmia neonatorum, such prophylactic as shall be prescribed by 
the State board of health, and to inform the parents or guardians of a child as to the 



March 17, 1916 740 

dangers and dire consequences of this disease. For the purpose of preventing the 
development of ophthalmia neonatorum in cases of childbirth attended by midwives, 
midwives may employ the prophylactic prescribed by the State board of health, 
provided the consent of the parent or parents or guardian shall first be obtained for the 
use of such preventive treatment. 
Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the local health officer: 

(1) To investigate, insofar as that can be done without entering into the home or 
interfering with the child in any way without first securing the consent of the parents 
or guardian of such child, and [sic] each case of ophthalmia neonatorum reported to 
him in compliance with this law, and any other such case as may come to his attention. 

(2) To report all cases of ophthalmia neonatorum and the results of all such investi- 
gations as he may make to the State board of health in the manner and form prescribed 
by said board. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the State board of health: 

(1) To enforce the provisions of this act. 

(2) To provide for the gratuitous distribution of a scientific prophylactic for oph- 
thalmia neonatorum, together with propsr directions for the use and administration 
thereof, to all physicians and midwives authorized by law to attend at the birth of 
any child. 

(3) To have printed and published for distribution throughout the State advice 
and information concerning the dangers of ophthalmia neonatorum and the necessity 
for the prompt and effective treatment thereof. 

(4) To furnish similar advice and information, together with copies of this law, to 
all physicians, midwives, and others authorized by law to attend at the birth of any 
child." 

(5) To prepare appropriate report blanks and to furnish same to all local health 
officers for distribution to physicians and midwives free of charge. 

(6) To report any and all violations of this act to the prosecuting attorney of the 
district wherein said violation may have been committed. 

Sec. 6. Any collusion between any official and any person, or between any others 
herein named, to misstate or conceal any facts which under this act are essential to 
report correctly any case of ophthalmia neonatorum shall likewise constitute a mis- 
demeanor, and any person upon conviction thereof shall suffer a penalty such as is 
hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of the State's attorney for the proper district to prose- 
cute for all misdemeanors as herein prescribed. 

Sec. 8. Any person violating any of the provisions of this act shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined not less than $10 nor more 
than $100, in the discretion of the court. 

Sec 9. An act for the prevention of blindness, approved June 21, 1895, in force 
July 1, 1895, is hereby repealed. 

Poliomyelitis— Notification of Cases— Placarding— Quarantine— Removals— Attend- 
ance at Schools and Public Gatherings— Disinfection— Burial. (Reg. Bd. of EL, 
Feb. 18, 1915.) 

1. Reports.— Every physician, attendant, parent, householder, or other person 
having knowledge of a known or suspected case of acute anterior poliomyelitis must 
immediately report the 6ame to the local health authorities. 

2. Placarding— Whenever a case of acute anterior poliomyelitis is reported to the 
local health authorities, they shall affix in a conspicuous place at each outside entrance 
of the building, house, or flat, as the case may be, a red warning card not less than 10 
by 15 inches in size, on which shall be printed in black, with bold-face type, at least 
the following: "Poliomyelitis" in type not, less than 3 inches in height, followed by 
the words, "Infantile Paralysis" in parentheses, printed in similar type not less than 



